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The wn Siowtin i letter rey the shilenthropie and venera- 
ble Rusu to the Rev. ELHANAN WIMCHESTER, Will show 
in what estimation he held that great and good man, and 
his belief in the final victory of benevolence over all sin, 
death andtorment. Let those, who doubt the benign in- 
fluence of our faith, consider what the Doctor says in 
another letter, and remember that he testifies what he had 


seen. “The Universal Doctrine prevails more and more 


in ourcountry particularly among persons eminent for 
their piety, in whom it is not a mere speculation, but a 
new principle of action in the heart, prompting to practi- 
cal godliness.” 


PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 12, 1791. 


Dear Sir,—Accept of my thanks for your long letter by 
the Pigou, and your valuable publications which accom- 
panied it. Your Letters to Mr. Taylor contam many new 
and striking ideas. Your Funeral Sermon for Mr. John 
Westley does honour to the philanthropy of your univer- 
sal principles. | admire and honour that great man above 
any myn that has lived since the time of the Apostles : his 
writings will ere long revive in support of our doctrine— 
for if Christ died for a//,as Mr. Westley always taught, it 
will soon appear a necessary consequence that ail shall be 
saved. But what shall I say to your fourth volume of 
Lectures on the Prophecies’? Accept of my thanks over 
and over, for the instruction and entertainment | have de- 
rived from reading them. They are now in the hands of 
my dear friend, and old preceptor in medicine, Dr. Red- 
man, who speaks in the highest terms of them, and calls 
you our Theviogical Newton. Go on, my dear Sir, wit 
your researches into the true meaning of the Scriptures. 
Your works, however much neglected or opposed now, will 
be precious to those generations which are to follow us: 
and, like the bones of Elisha, will perform miracles after 
your death. How delightful toa good man should be the 
thoughts of surviving himself! The pergons who are to 
exist anhundred years hence are as much our fellow- 
creatures as those who are our contemporaries. It only 
requires more grace to love them than the persans whom 
we see and converse with every day ; but in proportion as 
we attain to this sublime act of love, we approach nearer 
to the Source of all Love—fcr he loves, and serves all the 
generations of his creatures with an equal affection. 


Tecontemplate with you the progress of reason and lib- 


erty in Europe with great pleasure. * Republican forms 
of government are the best repositories of the Gospel: I 
therefore suppose they are intended as preludes to a glori- 
ous manifestation of its power and influence upon the 
hearts of men. The language of these free amd ous! zov- 
ernments seems to be like that of John the Ba. « of old, 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord—make his peas strait.” 
The benevolent spirit which has lately appeared in the 
world, in its governments—in its numerous philanthropic 
and humane societies—and even in public entertainments, 
remind me of the first efforts of a child to move its body or 
limbs, These efforts are strong, but irregular, ond often 
ina contrary direction to that which is intended. Time 
and afew unsuecessiul experiments soon bring these mo- 
tions into a proper direction. The same will happen, | have 
no doubt, to the present kind, but irregular and convulsive 
impulses of the human heart. At present they lead men to 
admire and celebrate human lights, and human deliverers, 
but ere long, public admiration and praise will rice 
to him whois the true light of the world, and who only 
delivers from evils of every kind. At presant we wish lib- 
erty tothe whole world—But the next touch of the celes- 
tia! magnet upon the human heart will direct it into wishes 
for the salvation of all mankind, 
Your's sincerely, 


BENJAMIN RUSH. 





~~ + 


* When the Doctor wrote this, the horrible anarchy 
produced by French principles had not been experienced, 
as It has since, 
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Though we cannot determine whether Mr. Robins (for 


—-—-~w- 


it is ascertained he is the author) meant the piece to which 
this isa reply, as fable or fact, it most certainly deserves 
animadversion, and richly merits the plainness and severity 
of our correspondent. “Thou shalt not bear false witness 


against thy neighbor.” —Exodus xx. 16. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 

Mr. Editor,—-In the Christian Secretary of August 15th, 
I observed a piece entitled “Zhoughts on Universal Salva- 
tion, by way of Dialogue, between a serous Christian and 
tid neigebour,” which contains some of the most gross and 
wilful misrepresentations of the doctrine of God’s univer- 
sal goodness, which I ever saw from the pen of one who 
pretends to be a serious christian. 

After asking what Universalism is, and answering, the 
writer says “is there no such thing then as future punish 
ment ?” he answers “there is no such thing as future ~pun- 


ishment,” and then asks, “what is meant by the sheep be- 


“jing on the right hand and the goats on the left hand of God 


in the day of judgment, as represented by Jesus Christ.” 1a 
the first place I call on the writer of this piece to show the 
place where Christ makes this representauen ; wantil this be 
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tlone, no ausWer is necessary io this question. Our oppo- 
ser uext asks “is God in earnest when he threatens sinners 
with punishment ?” he answers, “yes, but he pumishes them 
inthis world ,” he then asks “was the rich man punished 
in this world? Abraham told him he had his good things 
in this world.” 


did not tell him he had had his good things in this world, 


This last assertion is untrue; Abraham 


nor is there one word in the parable wh 
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the rclh man Wasa sinner, nor does it say one Word about 


ich intrmates that 
a fuiure world. “And again the Psalmist says, the wicked 
are not plagued like other men.” [tis not my imtention to 
enter intoan examination of the question, whether the 
wicked are punished in this‘or the iuture world, it isepough 
for me to know that “every man will be rewarded accord- 
ing to his works,” and that “the wicked shall not be unpun- 
ished.” 


The writer goes on to say “if all mankind are saved, 





resistible and almighty operations of God’s holy spirit then 
scarcely sufficient to save the righteous? 1 think no one, 
who believes in the omnipotence of God can be willing to 
say this. 

Our assailant, after having made his opponent, and, as he 
thinks, overthrown him once, asks him to try auother argu- 
ment. He then puts one into his mouth, which I believe 
no Universalist ever used ; I shall therefore leave it to be 
supported by fhose who believe it. He then makes hie 
opponent say, “if the soul of man is not a part of God, yet 
| coutepd man is an immortal creature, made in the image 
The 
Baptist has along tirade on the wickedness of man, and 
asks, “is he worth so much more than angels? If rebellious 


of God, and therefore is too precious to be lost.” 


angels are not too precious to be lost, why are rebellious 
men:” The writer must first prove that rebellious angels 


are lost, or that theve are rebel angels, before he takes this 
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how shall we understand the text which inquires, “ii the|to show that men may be. But if he do not believe what 
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righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 


sinner appear ?” 


his opponent has said concerning man, Why does he make 
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[shall not give an explanation of this 
passage, but I will show that our Baptist friend will not 
Will 


ehteous, to whom God gives eternal life, are 


accede to his own exposition of it. he dare affirm 
that the n 
scurcely saved; thatthe salvation is scarcely suffievent for 
the few who are to enjoy it? Unless he allow this, he 
must give up lis exegesis. 

Our opposer next asks “what will become of the impen- 
itent sinners ?” and answers himself by saying, “they will 
appear in Heaven.” This is one of the most perverse mis- 
representations of the doctrine of Universalism possible, 
and is desi-ned to slander a sentiment, which he knows he 
is ineapable of controverting by arguments drawn from 
scripture or reason ; it is intended to deceive the ignorant 
and superficial. and to make them suppose this the belief 
of Universalsts. But our opponent will find such pious 
slander will be of little use in proppmg up his sinking 
eanse. People in the nineteenth century know more of 
the doctrine of God's universal grace than to be gulled by 
such false statements, and though he publish such weak 
and insolent dialogues and refuse to insert answers to them 
all his life, he may remember, truth is omnipotent and will 


wevail. The very course he is pursuing will hasten its 
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riumph, for when people see him endeavoring to put down 
a cause in such a manner, they will be disposed to inquire 
whether he have no better weapons than slander, misrep- 
resentation, and falsehood, with which to defend the truth. 
if he can disprove Universalism by proofs from Revela- 
tion, he must be a traitor to God if he do not come imme- 
diately to the work ; and on his own system, the blood of 
immortal souls will be found on his garments at the last 
day, if he suffer imperishaole beings to go down to eterna! 
perdition, for want of his exertions to undeceire them. 
The writer's next question and answer are truly singu- 
lar. He says “what advantage then have the righteous ? 
why none, they are scarcely saved, while the ungodly an 
the smner are saved with all possible ease.” Are the ir- 


so much noise about the worth of immortal souls, and send 
missionaries to convert the heathen, if their souls are not 
“too precious to be lost’” Until he can answer this ques- 
tion, let him be silent on this point. He then makes his 
neighbor say, “but the gospel reveals a plan of grace 
through Jesus Christ to save sinful men, and the gospel is 
glad tidings of great joy to all people.” This is in perfect 
agreement with Luke ii. 10; but our friend has writtena 
long paragraph to refute it, and we might calculate with 
certainty, how well he would succeed in disproving one 
scripture by another. He asks in his reply to the above, 
“does wickedness prepare a person for heaven?” This ques- 
tion isasked to make people believe Universalists hold to 
this doctrine, and he designedly makes this false represen- 
tation of the sentiment. -What are we to think of a per- 
son who will knowingly distort the views of his brethren 
in order to give an unfavorable bias tothe minds of those 
unacquainted with their sentiments? Ifis readers may 
judge how much his favorite scheme of hell torments re- 
strains him from the commission of crime. He goes on 
to ask questions and make assertions, but as they have noth- 
ing to do with the doctrine of Universalism, | leave them 
for him to answer. 

He next makes his opponent say “1 find T have been too 
superficial m my examinations of this subject, and begin 
to question the correctness of my conclusions, I shall givé’ 
ita further investigation.” The Christean then. says “I 
am rejoiced to hear you speak thus, and as this is a subject 
of infinite concern, I would beg you to read the Bible‘with 
prayer for the illumination of the holy spirit, and not come 
to the sacred volume determmed to make it bend to your 
preconceived opinions. Without the spirit’s aid, you will 
never come to a right understanding of the nature and de- 
merit of sin,of the holiness of God, or the principles on 
which the happiness of heaven is founded. May the spirit 
of truth lead you to renounce every refuge of lies, and en- 





able you to lay your foundation for present and future hap- 
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piness, on the Rock of ages, s, Jesus Christ, ‘for without ho- 





jiness no man can see the Lord’ in peace.” 
I fully accord withthe writer in the first part of this 
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Does our - happiness depend. on our r feeling love supreme 
to God, and to our neighbor as to ourselves? “It shall be 
weil with the righteous, and ill with the wicked.” Then 


last paragraph, and would most sincerely ask him to take|*let the wicked forsake his way, and the uorighteous man 


the advice he has so wisely given his neighbor ; and I fer- 
vently hope he “willin future goto the sacred volume 
without having determined to make it bend to hs precon- 
ceived opinions.” And [ as ardently desire that “the spirit 
of truth may lead himto renounce every refuge of lies,” 


and induce him in future to represent things as they are, 


his thoughts ; and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon.” 


Conform yourselves to what is true, 
And thus the ways of God pursue. 


H***, 





and prevent his endeavoring to build up his system by 
abusing others. I most sincerely pray that he “may be 
enabled to lay his foundation for present and future hap- 
piness on the Rock of ages,” which is the only foundation 
on which Universalists build their hope of ultimate purity 


and bliss. AaQuILLA. 
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POR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


GOD IS BENEVOLENT TO FORGIVE. 


Christians agree that God is benevolent to all mankind, 
but some deny that he will forgive the sins of ail. 

As it is pleasant fer people to agree, it may be worth our 
endeavor to produce some testimony on this subject, which 
shall give satisfaction to those whom it may concern.— 
Some worthy christians appear to have obtained an idea 
that forgiveness of sin signifies an exemption from its de 
served punishment ; that though men have transgressed 
the law of God, and violated its command, the gospel is a 
benevolent system of forgiveness, in which their everlast- 
ing felicity is secured. Perhaps by sexrching we may dis- 
cover something of this law and gospel. about which the 
christian world is seriously concerned, For the purpose 
of understanding them, and their connexion, if we adodt 
the language of the apostles Paul and Peter, and confine 
ourselves to the Bible, we shall merit the approbation of 
all candid christians. 

In Gal. vy. 14, St. Paul remarks, that “all the law is ful- 
filled in this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”— 
Every man, who hates his neighbor, has transgressed this 
law, and must suffer a just punishment for his sin, 

In Gal. iii. 8, he quotes a passage from the scripture, con- 
taining an equal number of words with the law, which he 
calls the gospel to Abraham, and, by his reasoning, seems 
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_ SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 1825. — 


* Earneslly contend for ihe faith.” 


PIOUS FRAUD. 
In the early ages of the christian era, many deceptions 
were practised on pagans and christians by preachers of 
the gospel, either to convert unbelievers to the right faith, 
or to silence their antagonists in any controversy that was 
agitated. Fictitious miracles were performed, the testi- 
mony of demoniacs produced, and the most artful strata- 
gems employed to settle disputes concerning the trinity, 
and to establish the orthodox faith on a permanent founda- 
tion. For it was maintained that a doctrine must be true, 
which God and demons had confirmed by visible interpo- 
sition, and that those must be /erefics, who .refused assent 
Arifices 
of this kind were used on all pressing occasions for many 


to the combined attestations of heaven and hell. 


centuries, and no great accession to the christian cause 
was made without prodigies in the air, the earth, or the 
ocean. Constantine must see a cross in the heavens before 
he abandons polytheism ; Ambrose must produce the testi- 
mony of demoniacs to establish the doctrine of the Nicene 
fathers concerning the trinity, and when Clovis, King of 
the Franks, is baptized, a phial of oil must be brought from 
heaven by a milk white dove. So completely were eccle- 
siastics convinced that holy deception was necessary, that 





to justify our saying, In Christ “shall all nations be bless-. 


in the fourth century the maxim was adopted, that it is an. 


el.” If St. Peter declare i in Acts 111. 26, that this biessing' act of virtue to deceive and lie, when by that means the inter. 


consists “in Jesus turning every one from his iniquities,” 


jests of the church may be promoted. ‘These artifices and 


have we sufficient authority to convince us that all man-jimpositions, however, were not confined to that age, but 
- ; : ; ! S ° 

kind shall ultimately, or at any period of their existence, were practised by Charlemagne and Boniface in the con- 

turn from iniquity and sin, to the obedience of the com-jversion of the Saxons, and have come down to our times 


mand of God? Js the gospel a promise that the law shalliwith various modifications and improvements. 


be fulfilled by all the families of the earth? 


Scarcely 


Is this the'any thing can now be achieved in the religious world with- 
forgiveness we must experience in order to arrive in hea- 


j ir 
jout some holy legerdemain to give it credence and eclat, 


ven? He that believeth the truth, and acteth in accord-jand when any sect or doctrine is destitute of this support, 


ance therewitb, shall find peace. 


| 


it must of consequence be heretical, or false, 
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We have been led to these remarks by the conduct of 
Mr. Fillmore, a Methodist Elder, at the execution of Nel- 
son. ferael, and Isaac Thayer at Buffalo. It appears byjout our special notice. 
the Gospel Advocate and Buffalo Patriot, trat the Elder 
declared ou the seaffold that these three brothers had for |him for telling the truth ; 
mer!y inclined to Unarersalism, and that their father, Israe! 


Thayer, had been a Univer-alist for twenty years; and 





We are advocates for equal and exact justice to all men, 
and cannot permit deeds of palpable inequity to pass with- 
When the Eider shall retract his 
slander, we shall be happy to give it publicity, and thank 
but till that is done, we shall 
‘ohsider him as good a christian as Ananias or Sapphira. 


—p>— 
that th's dec'aration was made for the purpose of injuring TRUTH VINDICTED. 
the cause of Universalism. by inducing the assembled mul-| This letter has been deferred by a press of matter whicl 


Litt! to believe that their heretical faith led them to mur-| required immediate publication, and by a hope that some- 


der John Love. The .4drocate asserts that Mr. Fillmore|thing more directly to the purpose might be furnished ; 


well knew the falsehood of this statement at the time he|hut as nothing more conclusive has been obtained, and 


made it. and brings the testimony of Mr. Searle, an FEpis-|there is space for itin this No. it is given to our readers, 


copalian clerzyman. and Mrs. Hoyt, an Episconalian in| By this we do not imply that the letter is not to the point, 


faith and a candidate for that communion, to prove they 


or an incomplete answer of Musgrave, butitis less full ef 


never inclined to Universalism, but that Nelson was a evidence and reasoning than we desired. 


Methodist. and that the other two-were opposed to Univer- 
salism. It also declares the assertion concerning the fa- 
ther to be false, and calls on Wr. Fillmore, and the MVeth- 
odists in general. to defend his character, or refute what 
has nublished. When it is considered that the Advoente 
is printed at Buffalo, the place where the Thayers wer: 


executed, and Mr. Fillmore made his assertion; that six 


To the Editor of the Religious Inquirer. 
PurLaDELputa, Juty 14th 1825. 
Dear Sir—On my return home from attending the 
')Westernand Black River Branch Association, 1 found a 
letter addressed to Rev. William Morse, and in ease of his 
a' sence, to myself, respecting a publication in “The Phil- 


adelphian.” of June 17th, headed “ Universalism,” and 
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weeks have elapsed since his affirmations were challenged, 
and acall made for proof or retraction; that nothing has 
been done by him or the Vethosisis in his vindication, and 
that he has repeated this false story at a love feast i 
Chautauque County, we may be convinced that he believes 
it an act of viriue to deceive and lie when the interest of h's 


church requires it, and highly commendable to do evil 


signed “George Musgrave,” in which there is an attempt 
to prove some things incorrect in Mr. Morse’s letter res~ 
pecting the pitiful story (for whoever will relate such 
weak and insignificant stories concerning still weaker mor- 
tals on a death-bed, thereby to prove the truth or the falsity 
of any doctrine, must be pitiful indeed ; and hence we pos- 


sess no other feeling than that of pity towards those, who, 
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that good may come. That most certainly is a pure ani! 
heavenly faith, which encourages people to deceive and lie. 
while they stand on the gallows and see their brethren 
sent into eternity by an !gnomimious death! Such a faith 
will elevate the morals of the community beyond ail pre- 
cedent, and most unquestionably hasten the millennial day 
on this dark an! sinful world. For should all the earth be 
proselyted to the belief that falsehood, when intended ta 
promote the canse of religion, or of a sect, is not only use- 
ful, but commendable, we might expect to see all engaged 


in the service of virtue and holimess, and religion, pure and 


undefiled, ‘nvesting our globe with a flood of light. 


When the orthodor Van Patten was executed in Sche- 

‘ . — 

nectady, for the murder of Mrs. Schermerhorn, nothing 
Was said concerning the immoral tendency of his belief, 


though on the day of the murder he opened his schooi with 


prayer. ‘ 


When the orthodox Eliiot was executed for murder in 
Castine, his faith was not urged as the cause of his sin; 
but when the public feeling is strongly excited by the ex-| 
ecut:on of three young brothers for the murder ofa friend, 
it is thought to be a fit opportunity to create or strengthen 
prejudice against Universalism, by assuring the crowd that 
the unhappy objects before their eyes entertaimed that! 


faith, and that under its influcnce, they were impelled to 


dip their hands in the blood of murder. 


. 


‘fo answer a certain purpose, got up the story) of the eon- 
version of Andrew Wile, as related by “G. M.” the initials 
lor George. Musgrave. 

As ‘ir. Morse has left the City, I have thought proper 
io make afew remarks on the piece alluded to, which are 
at your disposal, And first,] will say, if G.M. or those 
who prompted him to the work, believed that the cause 
of Universalism “was no doubt considerably injured by an 
exhibition of such stubborn proof of the fallacy and insuf- 
ficiency of Universalism im the hour of death,” both he 
and they were entirely ina mistake. ‘Ten thousand just 
such conversions would not injure Universalism ; and piti- 
fulindeed must be that cause, which stands in need of 
sich “siubborn proof” for its support ! 

We took considerable pains to ascertain the facts at the 
time, and what Mr. Morse stated in his letter was the re- 
sult of our mutual and deliberate inquiry on the subject. 
Now, has G. M. disproved a single statement? No, nota 
single statement that is worth a moment of consideration, 
or that can have the least bearing on the main question ; 
and as to minor objects, any candid reader would under- 
stand Mr. Morse to state what he believed to be the truth 
from the best information he could obtain on the subject, 
and not that he had been to every individual in the church- 
es to make the inquiry. We still say, then, that Andrew 
Wue was not “a professed Universalist ;” 
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Ist. Because he never made a profession of religion of 
any kind ; 2dly, because he did not love the doctrine well 
enough to attend on its ministry ; 3dly, because he con- 
tributed nothing towards its support. Such a Universalist 
therefore, as he even pretended to be (as it could have been 
but mere pretence) can never be any credit to the order ; 
and surely he never was, for reasons other than the above ; 
but we wish to spare the feelings of his relations, some of 
whom are quite respectable. We are happy to learn, 
however, that the reproach, whatever it be, was fully wi- 
ped away, in as much as “he did renounce Universalism on 
his dying bed.” Will our opponents do us the kindness 
to make a few more such conv rts? Every such Univer- 
sulist can be spared as well as not, neither will the cause 
be at all injured by frequent exhibitions of such stubborn 
proofs. 

A recent attempt has been made to produce a third con- 
vert, which, had it succeeded, would have probably fur- 
nished another article for the *Philade/phian ;” but, as it 
failed, “Tell it not in Gath !"—They happened to get hold 
of a wrong subject, who not only remained firm and un- 
shaken in his faith on what was at least believed to be 
“his dying bed ;” but who still lives, and may yet expose 
the insidious arts that were used to shake his faith, when 
least able to defend it. 

Whatever “Samuel Wile,” (who, if he be “a member of 
the new church,” has but recently become such,) may have 
said or thought, we are willing that he and all others 
should know, that something more must be known of a 
man, than that he has occasionally (some time in his life) 
been to a Universalist meeting, that he sometimes read 
their books, and that he sometimes spoke favourably of 
the doctrine, but knew but very little either about that 
or any other doctrine ; I say something more than this 
must be known of any man, before he can be known asa 
Universalist, or be acknowledged as such. Would any 
other denomination be willing to acknowledge such as 
members of their particular faith? No! They would 
not ! Isit not, then, “nonsense !” “palpable nonsense !” to 
hold up such a conversion as “stubborn proof” of the truth 
or “fullacy” of any doctrine? 


“G. M.” to be consistent with himself, should have been 
present, by the dying bed of every protestant, before he 
should have said, in so many words, ‘not a solitary instance’| 
has there been of “a true Protestant christian who volun- 
tarily renounced his faith on a dying bed!” But suppose 
thousands shall “depart from the faith,” (see 1 Tim. iy. 1.) 
which certainly would imply that they once possessed the 
true faith, will that be any proof that the faith from which 
they shall have departed is unsound? Certainly not. The 
opinions of men, particularly on doctrinal points of reli- 
gion, should at ali times be received with caution; and 
what,I would ask, is there in the circumstance of a dying 
bed, which will exempt the opinions there formed from 
being equally as erroneous as ethers? Aiwav then with 


As to “G. M.” I have nothing to say against him. He 
may bea well-meaning young man, for aught! know to 
the contrary; and, like the Rev. Mr. Skinner, in the case 
of “Another voice from the grave,” may have thought the 
story would do much good where the particular circum- 
stances were not known ; but let them go on in this way a 
little longer, aided now and then with a dream from Dr. 
Fiy, and they will bring their own cause into contempt, in 
the eyes of all sober and reflecting people, faster than it 
otherwise could be done by Universalists, even should they 
write all manner of things against it. These remarks 
would have been entirely unnecessary as to any harm the 
story can do here ; neither can it do harm any where, only 
let the whole truth be told. 


ABNER KNEELAND. 
—_—_—~<p——— 


BAPTIST IMMORALITY. 

“It appears from a publication in the Baptist Reg‘ster, 
Utica, N. Y. that the Baptist Church at Lowville and Den- 
mark, Lewis County, have received Elder Ruger. Latu- 
nop, to their communion, notwithstanding they were ac- 
quainted with the fact, that he had been published in the 
Christian Watchman, as a man of immoral character. But 
the account states, that since this Church received him, 
they have been under the necessity of excluding him from 
their fellowship, for intemperance and other vices, which 
was done by and with the advice of a council. 
ville and Denmark Church now caution the 
against giving him countenance.”—Secrelary. 


The Low- 
Churches 


Elder Lathrop’s conduct for a considerable time past has 
been most flagrantly inconsistent with the character of a 
christian minister, for he has been publicly convicted of 


intcmper . abuse 7) emmoralitu,* 
nicmperance, abuse of his wife and general f 


Aeews 
— 


and yet the Baptists in Lowville and Denmark, with a 
knowledge of all these facts, received him to their com- 
munion. Had he been a Universalist, and sustained a 
character pure as St. Paul’s, théy would have expelled 
him from their church with all imaginable zeal and prompi- 
itude, or refused to commune witha dangerous and ruined 
heretic. But as he believed in the evangelical doctrine 
eternal damnation, his faith covered a multitude of sac, 
and they were disposed to receive him with open arms 
though he was black with crime and hardened in trans 
gression, and they knew the facts and evidence were be- 
fore the public. When a class of professing christians sct 
every precept of the gospel at defiance by their miscon- 
duct and shamelessness, they are excellently qualified te 
judge and condemn others, and to prate about the licen 
tiousness of a faith they neither uacerstand nor will ex 
amine. 

When the Ministerial Conference of the Woodstock Bap 
tist Association had convicted Elder Lathrop of genera? 
immorali'y, intemperance and abuse of his wife, they mere 
ly “announce to the Churches of their denomination, that 
they are of opinion that he ought not to be received, nor 
countenanced in any wise as a minister of the gospel.” 
How mild, how clement they feel to the sinner ! 


When the Lowville and Denmark church exclude him 





puch subterfuges ! 


“See No. 10, present Vol. - 
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from their communion “for atemperance and other vices. 
they gently “caution the Churches against giving hin 
countenance.” What tend: rness they cherish an! expre- 


for this impenitent offender? +But when Deacon Jame 
Green is expelled from the Baptist Church in Berko. 
Rensselaer county, N. Y. for believing in Universalism, a 
hue and ery must be raised against him, and Elder Justus 
Hull must write a long jesuitical letter to prove the false- 


ness of the sentiment and its lawless tendency, though, mm 


the words of a friend, “Deacon James Green, the man| 


whom they have excluded from the Church, is a man of| 


unblemished character, and of an extraordinary mil! dis- 
position. I pledge my reputation that he stands as fair im 
the eyes of a disinterested community as any Baptist i 
Thus it 


prejudice may govern in ecc! 


Rensselaer county.” is seen how far sectarian 
stastical concerns, and how 
realy peonie may fel to condemn others, and to prav for 
their destruction, merely because they follow not with 


them. 


Yo. 24, Vol. 3d. 
— 


We learn with much pleasure that the Eastern Associa- 


tion of Univerzalists has formed a societv, called the Christ-. 


ian Visitant Society, to procure subser ; tions or coutribu- 


tions for the printing of cheap religious tracts, inculeattny 


the purest morality, or explaining the diffienlt parts ot, 


the scriptures in a clear and edifving manner. They speak 


most feelingly of the moral waste in their bounds, andj 


throughout the state, and very judiciously attribute its) 


sterility to the want of correet information on the subject 
of universal grace. 
As an auspicious omen, and hope the Universatists through 
out the connexion may follow so praiseworthy an example. 


By the adoption of this course, every part of the commu- 





We hail the formation of this society; 


nonaths. Time will determine what cot 


irse Will be chosen, 
ough it is expected the Doctor wiil take less notice of 
vs request than did Professor Stuart of Mr. Balfour's 
tter. 
— 
ASSOCIATICNS. 

The Eastern Association of Universalists assembled ace 
cording to adjournment in Wayne, Me. July 6, 1825, heard 
six discourses; received the societies in Wayne, Buckfield, 
Jay, Levant, ( amden, Union, Dover, Foxeroft and Sangs 
erville into fellow hiv; ordained Brs. George Bates, Thom- 
as Dolloff and Henry Hawkins; granted letters of fellow- 
ship to Brs. Alexander Hatch and Taylor ‘\ hittier; ap- 
pointe! Brs. R. Streeter and S. Cobb te represent the As- 
sociation iu the next General ( onvention, an! adjourned, 
to meet again by divine permission, in Unron, on the 28th 
aid 29th days of Jome, 1826. 


The *New-Hampshire Universalist Association met a€ 


Hancock, VN. He June 7. .825; orravized the council; heard 
five sermons; grant da letter of fellowship to Br. Lymag 

ayuer orda ned Or. Warren Skinuer; appointed Bra, 
WoShraner, ©. Flatsos aot S.C. Loveland a committee 
to form aconstitutiod for the gov rament of the Associa- 


rn 
ilaf 


t on. and adjourned to meet by vine permission, at Jaffrey, 
N. Hl. on the second Wednesday and Tharsday in June, 
1826.—Ch. Repos. 
— vn 
RockinGHamM UNIvEKSALIST ASSOCIATION. 

A of the will be 
holden at Nottingham, N. H. on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of September next. 


meeting above name! Association 


mentor 
GENERAL CONVENTION. 
The General Couvention of Universalists of the New- 


nity might learn our sentiments, and thereby entertain a England States, will hold their annual session at Hartland, 


just opinion of our faith, while the young and uninform-|(¥ t.) on the 2Ist and 22 of September next, being the 


. -" . ! 
ed among us might receive the most valuable instruction 


with little expense. It is hoped these suggestions may not 
be forgotten, but come before the General Convention in 
next September, and effect some good. That an object, so 
desirable as the formation of tract societies throughout our 


bounds may be accomplished, let all the societies sen! 


delegates to the Convention, and instruct them to urge the; 


adoption of this proposal in the most efficient manner. 
As the Convention meets on the 21st of next month, this 
subject should obtain immediate consideration. 

— 

Mr. Batrovr has called on Dr. BEECHER to answer 
his Inquiry, because the orthodox are dissatisfied with Mr. 
Sabine’s attempt, and becayse the Doctor is a subtle polem- 
ic and the champion of the evangelicals in New England. 
Mr. Balfour considers the Doctor vanquished by his book 
and conscious that he is vanquished, or holden by a rule 
he has adopted in reference to Unitarians, to reply to it 
with all 


wae 


readiness, as it has been before the public exghteen 


third Wednesday and Thursday, 
oe 
Rey. Edward B. Hall has accepted the call of the see- 
ond congregational society in Northampton, and the 14th 


day of Septeinber next has been fixed upon for his ordina- 
t on. 


——g>—— 
An Ecclesiastical Council has dissolved the connexion 


between Dr. Jarvis and St. Paul’s Church in Beston. 








MisSCELLANECUS, 
ANOTHER HOUSE OF WORSHIP. 

The friends of liberal and impartial religion, at Sara- 
toga Springs, (N. Y.) have resolved on building an House 
tor public worship ia that central and flourishing t wn; 
the Corner Stone of which was laid in proper form, on the 
Mthot June, 1825. The house isto be built of brick, of 
the dimensions of 40 by 50 feet. A scroll containing the 
ollowmg memorial, besides other articles suitable for de- 

osit, was placed ma durable vessel beneath the Stone. 








“This edifice ts erected for the worship of the enly liy- 
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ing and true God, by the First Society of United Christian 
Friends, called Restorationists, at Saratoga Springs. John 
Bryan, Esq. Messrs. Solomon Spaulding, Salmon Huling, 
John Burton, and John Ellsworth, T'rustees——“GOD IS 
LOVE.” ‘The corner stone was laid, June 14, 1825, with 
appropriate solemnities.” 

Br. Pitt Morse, being providentially present, offered up 
humble and devout thanksgiving and prayer to Almig®ty) 
‘God, and Br. Dolphus Skinner delivered a véry’ ingenious, 
serious and interesting address to the numerous and res- 
pectable concourse of people that witnessed the solemni- 
ties of the occasion. 


It is hoped that our friends who are thus laudably en- 
gaged will be divinely support d and succeed in their un- 
dertaking ; and uf, (as expressed by Br. Skinner in the 
* Restorationist,”) it should appear that they stood in need 
of pecuniary assistance from their brethren at a distance, 
that such donations as the ability and liberality “of wealthy 
jndividuals,” might enable them to bestow, might be cneer- 
fully conferred.—Intelligencer. 

—>——— 


TWO FOSSESSED WiTH DEVILS Xe. 
MATTHEW Vill. 28, 

It was the prevailing opinion, not only among the Jews 

at the time of Jesus, but also among the Greeks and Ro- 

mans and other ancient nations, that every sickness which 


deprived a man of the use of his reason, was the effect of 


the influence oi an evil spirit. ‘The expression, by which 
this dreadful influence i- lesignated, and translated posses- 


sed with devils, 1s of Grecian derivation; and the same ex-! 


pression in the sign+fication is made use of by several 
Greek authors, both betore and after the time of our Sa- 
viour. Eschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Herodotus, Iu- 


heaven’ or did he merely coniorm to the mudes and fig- 
ures of speech prevalent at that time ? 

When it is said in Matihew viii. 30, that the evil spirits 
of those possessed had prayed Jesus to allow them io go 
into the swine, it is without doubt meant that those luna- 
tics had run full speed towards the swine and driven them 
into the sea. For the mode of speech prevailing at that 
time appli d to the devils, what was done by the men who 
were supposed to be possessed by them. ‘Thus in Luke 
xi, 14, a dumb man is called one who hada dumb devil. 
And in Acts xix. 15, it is said the evil spirit had answered 
the exorcist; but immediately af‘tcr, v. 16, he is called 
“the man in whom the evil spirit was.” = Rosenmuziler. 

= 
TEMPTATION RESISTED. 

A poor chimney-sweeper’s boy was employed at the 
house of a lady of rank, in England, to sweep the chimney 
of a room in which she usually dressed; when finding 
himself onthe hearth of a richly furnished dressing-room, 
and preceiving no one near, he waited a few moments to 
take a view of the beautiful things in the apartment. A 
gold wate), richly set with diamonds, particul..rly caught 
his attention, and he could not forbear taking it into his 
hand. ‘mmediately the wish arose in his mind,ah! if 
thou hadst suchaone! After a pause, he said to himself, 
but if Itake it I shall be a thief! and yet, continued he, 
nobody would kuow it; nobody sees me---nobody ! does 
not God see me, who is present every where? Overcome 
by these thoughts, a cold shivering seized him. No, said 
he throwing down the watch, 1 had much rather be poor, 
and keep my good conscience, than rich and become a ras-~ 
‘eal. Atthese words, he hastened back to the chimuey. 
The lady, who was in the room adioning, having over- 
heard the conversation with himself, sent for him the next 


, “ ; . iets a ea arcattiedham: “Mey } le fr; =" 
eian, and others speak of the demomacs, which is a proof;Morning, and thus accosted him y little fnend, why 


that the disorder they mean was usual at all times, and no! 
more prevalent in Judea during the preaching of Jesus 
than in other countries and at other periods. If, therefore. 
this disease had been known long before the appearance of 
our Saviour, and if it could sometimes be healed, and that 
this was the case, Jesus himself intimates when he says, 
(Matt. xii. 27.) If Iby Beetzebub cast out devils, by whom 
do your children cast them out? it may perhaps have had 
only a natural cause. This we may suppose without the 
least pre,udice to the miraculous power of the Messiah ; 
for we must remember, that he healed and restored not 
one, but several persons so affected. If the disorder was of 
the most obstinate kind, and every other remedy had been 
fruitless, the word alone effected a perfect recovery. 
Mental alienation was so generally considered in anti- 
quity to be occasioned by possession of a devil, that Hero- 
dotus (vi. 84.) says of the madness of Cleomenes, that it 


did you uot take the watch yesterday?” ‘The boy felt on 
his knees, speechless and astonished. “| heard every word 
you said ,” continued the lady,—"“thank God ter enabling 
you to resist this temptation, and be watchiul over your- 
self for the future ; and from this moment vou shall be is 
my service; T will both maintain and clothe you; nay 
more, | will procure you good instruction, which will assist 
toguard you from the danger of similar temptations.” 
The boy burst into tears; he was anxious to express his 
gratitude but could not. The lady strictly kept her prom- 
ise, and had the pleasure to see this poor chimnuey-sweeper 
grow up a good, pious, and intelligent man, 
a res 
RESIGNATION. 

The cup which my Father hath given me, shali I not drink 
tt? The duty of cheerful acquiescence in the divine wil), 
is so strongly enforced in the scriptures both by precept 





was of a very extraordinary description, because it did not 


jand example, and so necessary for every dark and brig! 


proceed from the cause usually assigned. “The mental} hour of existence, that it would seem no christian could 
alienation of Cleomenes,” says he, “was not occasioned by|recoguise God as moral governor of the universe, without 


a demon, but by excessive drinking.” 


if it is asked why our Saviour and his apostles seemed | 
to confirm the opinion of a real demoniacal possession, by! 


speaking of such patients in terms suitable to the above no- 


tion, it may be answered, that neither Jesus nor his disei- 


feeling the nappiness of submitting all things to his dispo- 
sal. Yetsostrangely are we wedded to the enjoyments of 
this life, and to our mortal friends, that we are unwilling to 
lresign them, and murmur against Heaven when they are 
|taken from us by death, As this is true of a large part of 


. lour race, notwithstanding their profession of christianity 
ples spoke as men of learning; they conformed to the or-|  hotwithstandiag their projession of christianity, 


dinary language which prevailed at that time. They 
therefore called the disease, which deprived men of the 


and their joy that the Lord reigneth, each one should con- 
sider in whom his soul most devotedly trusts, and wheth- 


F - ath er he cannc ‘ ‘ually vie his infinitely wise au : 
use of their reason, by the name by which it was generally |° © C@Nnot thankfully yield to his infinitely wise aud be 


known; and had it been called otherwise by the evangel-| 
ist, his immediate readers would probably have considered! 
the case less miraculous, But by this he as little confirms 


nevolent government. 
} i 


REYNOLDS THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


the opinion of a real possession by a devil, as Jesus, when) A lady applied tohim in behalfef an erphan after he 
he makes use of Jewish mythological expressions, respect- had given liberally, she said, when he is old enough I will 
img a future life, recognized as true the notions on which teach himto name and thank his benefactor. Stop, said 
they are founded. When he says, that his disciples shalljthe good man, thou art mistaken, we do not thank the 
at and drink with him at his table, in his kingdom, did he!elouds for the rain; teach him to look h gher, and thank’ 


mean to say that entertainments would really be given im Him who giveth both the ¢loud: and the rain 
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3 ie ‘ ae ——— 
ze MARRIED, POETRY. 
ie mee At Stafford on the 26th of May last, by the Rev. Jo-| = — 
way sepli Knight, Mr. Anson SPELMAN to Miss LonENDA 
SG. Cusuman;: Mr. Lyman SpetmMan to Miss Lovina Da- 
 . vis; ‘Ir. Hornacrk Davis to Miss ApiGam Davis. 
ae ; Wy ‘ Brie are a 
e Sie In this city, on the 17th inst. Newton, son of Horace 
Ao As Haye es, aged 10 months; on the 1ith inst. Charles, son of 
ata Charles Dodd, Esq. 10 years; on the 20th inst. ‘ir. Amos 
ae Dull, 81: on the 18th, Mrs. Ruth Bigelow, 68, relict of EE ey NOR TN ai 
ane 7} the late Mr. Jonathan Bigelow. ee = —e altri ahas roar 
re ys : ~<a = ai “Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” 
Dy et In this town, Mrs. Eunice Goodwin, 50; Mrs. Sophia} , beta $0498000508800080008880086N880EO8S 
ey Hadlock, 28; Major Thomas Sanford, 57; Mr. Daniel} — rome ! 
Ae Henry, of New-Hartford, N. Y. 3- The following lines are from the Monthly Repository, 
2 ae At Wallingford, on the 7th inst. Mr. Joel Doolittle, 65. jand refer to the late Rev. John Davis, of Collumpton, 
i »| 5 B. : . 
ii). dab ise At Bosten, on the 11th of May, 1824, Wm. Dodd, Fsq.| England, an obituary notice of whom appeared in the Jan- 
; sie | o ¥: aged 69; on the 8th of May. 1825, Hanne’ 1. relict of the uary number of the same work. 
yt a aoe late Wim. Dodd, Esq. aged 75; on the 7th of July, 1825, 
aes Ppt Gisc: wife of Ti , } ag 2 . \ 
7 ae I anat * w USA, Wwiie ot Mr. I imothy Dodd, Jr. aged A, There 1s many a harp, for the young man s doom, 
« Vari 4 : Md . 
E, ve a [comment \TED.] “° win tothe a a pet ; ri 
Bit = Diced, in Charlton, Mass. on the Sth inst. Mrs. Amy, wife rt veh : 1 ed lik —— ¢ bel man's tom, 
f Stk | omy of Mr. Daniel Marble, of said town. She had been for Though he hved like a saint below. 
¢ n't ey ‘ ° . - 
at ee many years a firm believer in the universal goodness of 
Ne? “Spyies? ee ogee . , ee. Saar , 
ie ae Go I, =, though confined by a long and lingering illness, There is many a tear over beauty’s grave, 
if | eis lier conf, ence in her Creator remained unshaken, and she And warm from the heart they rise—~ 
AR ae cheerfully resigned her spirit into the hands of that God, 





In the same place, on the 6th inst. Miss 
daughter of Mr. Jesse Merritt, aged 2 


an 
tears 


Rc 
the 
liever in the impartial goodness of God ; 
« goal of death. 


} i 
lively recollee 


ad ¢ 
a oe | 


5 
proacn 
increas 


gave the parting hand to her relatives 


buin 


ing to heaven,” she tranquilly fell asleep. 


ret ‘Voods 


in the nicht of the 


band in bed, and retired from the house; 





hanging in the barn suspended by a rope. 
Mrs. Woods 


had ever evineed a 


ty. 
ehurch in Charlton, « 


ay 
; 


been endeavoring to diffuse 


Tate ca 
a 






> (ee none but Universalists, and people of no principles, 
; he ever guilty of the crime of suicide.” Neither is it the in- 
Be tention of the writer of this notice to insinuate that Mrs 
if } xf, Woods, under the influence of the doctrine of the church 
i z. eer to which she belonged, cominitted suicide ; no, charity for- 
iret bids it. She lived in full fellowship with the Calvinistic 
¥ ‘ Ye hey church till the day of her death, and though wrong in sen- 
ie oe timent, her life was an ornament to christianity. 
Ay i ae ‘a Charlton, Auz. 15th, 1825. 
i 1 aie 
ie Fe 
f, t | oem 
it me 
A) aca 
i $A a 


10 to mour ns ; then, cheerfully exclaiming, 


In the same place, on the 12th of July last 


it was found she had committed suicide! 


“whose tender mercies are over all his works.”’ 


Louisa, youngest 
2 years. 
vtroke of Divine Providence, her parents mourn the loss of 
affectionate daughter; her sisters and brother shed the 
of griei over the remains of an interesting and amia- 
ble sister, and a numerous e:rcle’of relatives and acquaint- 
s cherish the memory of her, whose virtues survive in 
tion of all her associates. 


She was 
and as 


, 7. ” 
“So fudes the lovely blooming fiower. 


, Mrs. Mar 


left her 


in the morning 
She was found 


Viz. 


yproaching, 
in a most tender 
and affectionate manner, desiring them to remember her, 


By this 


a be- 


she ap- 
her confidence in her Saviour 
Feeling her dissolution fast ay 


“I am go- 


, consort of Mr. Wm. ‘Voods, of said town. Her 
Geath was occasioned in the following manner. 
12th of July, she arose, 


Some time 


hus 


sane mind and sound 
intellect, and was considered by many as a patte rn of 


pie- 


She was a member of regular standing in the entices 
and was considered one of their bright- 
) 


Ais ! est ornaments. 

wf we - , . » A 
4 ee It is not intended by this notice to wound the feelings of 
FE ae ein a numerous and respectable family, nor harrow up the 
it us i > keenér sensibilities of the mind, but to correct a wrong im- 


pression, which the charitable professors of orthodoxy have 
among mankind, 


“that 


were 


C, 


she 


Ah! why less warm are the tears that lave 
The spot where the good man lies ? 


Is it nothing to keep the soul still young, 
When the frame where it dwells grows old ’ 
Or less should a beautiful life be sung, 
Than the charms of an earthly mould ? 


No, old man, no,—one passing lay, 
Though a powerless lay it be, 

Shall be given to the thought of the silent cisy, 
Which ts all that is left of thee. 


Though thy life was passed in the humble shade, 
Yet it brightened the shade around ; 

And every step that thy meek foot made, 
Was made upon holy ground. 


Thou hast seen thy friends around thee fall, 
Thou hast lived through years of pain ;— 

And now thou hast reached the goal of all, 
And broken a frail world’s chain. 


©! rest in peace till the day for which 
Thou hast looked with a christian’s eye ; 
in oy aA 
Faith, hope, and love, long have made thee rie! 
In the gold of a purer sky. 


Though soon forgot be thy lowly sod, 
Yet thou hast not lived in vain, 
For green above ure the groves of God, 
Where the just shall meet again! 
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of the Inquiry ; 2d, 


bine’s Ist, a Defence 
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